
 

2 April 2025       File Ref: OIA 50346 

 
 
Tēnā koe  
 
Official Information Act request  
 
Thank you for your information request dated 21 January 2025. You asked for the following 
information:  

"Under the OIA, I request all briefings, Aide Memoirs, meeting notes to the 
Minister for Māori Affairs between March and August 1996 relating to Māori 
reserve lands". 

On 4 February 2025, your request was partially transferred to Te Arawhiti – The Office for 
Māori Crown Relations and Te Tai Ōhanga – The Treasury, for information that was more 
closely connected to their functions. Additionally on 18 February 2025 you were notified 
of an extension due to the need to search through a large number of physical files and the 
need for consultation on identified documents. I am now in a position to respond. 
 
Your request has been considered in accordance with the Official Information Act 1982 
(the Act). We are refusing your request under section 18(e) of the Act, as the information 
does not exist or despite reasonable efforts it cannot be found.  
 
We were unable to locate “briefings, Aide Memoirs, meeting notes to the Minister for Māori 
Affairs between March and August 1996 relating to Māori reserve lands”. However, in an 
effort to assist, we have identified 14 documents relating to Māori Reserved Lands 
including Cabinet Papers and Government Reports. The documents and my decisions 
with regard to the release of the information are set out in the table attached as Appendix 
A. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this 
response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that Te Puni Kōkiri publishes some of its OIA responses on its website after 
the response is sent to the requester. The responses published are those that are 
considered to have a high level of public interest. We will not publish your name, address 
or contact details.  
  
 



 
 

If you wish to discuss any aspect of your request with us, including this decision, please 
feel free to contact us at oia@tpk.govt.nz. 
 
Ngā mihi  
 

 
 
Paula Rawiri 
Hautū, Te Puni Kaupapa | Deputy Secretary, Policy  
  
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A – documents OIA request from  dated 21 January 2025 
 
 

Item Date Document description Decision 

1. 20/03/1996 CAB(96)M9/2B(2)- Māori Reserved Land Lease Reform: Further Advise on 
Termination 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

2. 10/05/1996 TOW(96)M16/7C(4)- Maori Reserved Land Lease Reform: Progress Report Out of Scope but in an 
effort assist we have 

released in full 

3. 17/05/1996 CAB(96)M17/4C(1)- Maori Reserved Land Reform: Refinements to Decisions 
Regarding Operation of the Right of First Refusal 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

4. 30/05/1996 CAB(96)M 19/33- Maori Reserved Land Reforms: Update on Position of Parties 

 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

5. 10/06/1996 CAB(96)M20/3C(1)- Maori Reserved Land Reforms: Update on Position of 
Parties 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

6. 04/07/1996 TOW(96)M24/11- Maori Reserved Land Lease Reform: Revised Reform 
Package: Amending Legislation 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

7 11/07/1996 TOW(96)M25/8- Maori Reserved Land Lease Reform Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 



 

   
 
 
 

8. 12/07/1996 CAB(96)538- Maori Reserved Land Lease Reform Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

9. 15/07/1996 CAB(96)M26/13- Maori Reserved Land Lease Reform Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

10. 15/07/1996 LEG(96)67- Omnibus Petitions Report: Government Responses to Parliament 
Petitions for 1996 Omnibus Report: Petition 1984/3 Re: Maori Reserved Lands 
(Ralph Heberley Love and Makere Ralph Love) 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

11. 19/07/1996 LEG(96)M 17 /4E- Government Responses to Parliamentary Petitions for 1996 
Omnibus Report: Petition 1984/3 Re Maori Reserved Lands 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

12. 02/08/1996 CAB(96)M28/24- Maori Reserved Land Amendment Bill: Communication 
Strategy 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

13. 21/08/1996 CAB(96)M31/30- Maori Reserved Land Amendment Bill: Approval for 
Introduction 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 

14. 28/08/1996 CAB(96}M32/35- Additional Item: Maori Reserved Land Amendment Bill: 
Independent Assessment of Level of Compensation 

Out of Scope but in an 
effort to assist we 

have released in full 
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