
 

16 September 2024        File Ref: OIA 49464 

 
 
Tēnā koe   
 
Official Information Act request  
 
Thank you for your information request dated 21 August 2024. Your request has been 
considered in accordance with the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). Your questions 
and our responses are set out below.   
 

“On behalf of , I am requesting information under the Official 
Information Act 1982. Please provide all relevant information from 1 August 2023 
onwards. Specifically, I request the following details from your department: 
 
1. “Policy Changes:  
Any changes to policy on the use of te reo Māori in internal or external 
communications.”    
 

There have been no changes to policy on the use of te reo Māori in internal or external 
communications since 1 August 2023. Therefore, this part of your request is refused under 
section 18(e) of the Act as the information requested does not exist.  

 
2. “Internal Communications:  
Any internal communications (emails, texts, messages, memos) about the use of 
te reo Māori.” 
 

There have been no internal communications (emails, texts, messages, memos) 
specifically about the use of te reo Māori since 1 August 2023. Therefore, this part of your 
request is refused under section 18(e) of the Act as the information requested does not 
exist. 

  
3. “Advice on Te Reo Māori:  
Any advice received or prepared regarding the use of te reo Māori.” 
 

No advice has been received or prepared regarding the use of te reo Māori since 1 August 
2023. Therefore, this part of your request is refused under section 18(e) of the Act as the 
information requested does not exist. 
 



 
 

 
4. “Training and Guidance:  
Any staff training or guidance offered on the use of te reo Māori in 
communications.” 
 

Eight documents have been identified as in scope of this part of your request. The 
documents and my decisions with regard to the release of the information are set out in 
the table attached as Appendix A.   

 
5. “Budget and Resources:  
   Allocation of budget or resources for promoting or integrating te reo Māori.” 
 

In 2023/24 for the departmental budget of the Vote Māori Development Appropriation, Te 
Puni Kōkiri allocated the following budget and resources: 

• $55,000 for te reo Māori lessons 
• three FTE to promote Māori capability among internal kaimahi which included 

te reo as one of the key priorities 
• $80,000 to promote Māori capability among internal kaimahi which included te 

reo as one of the key priorities 
• $20,000 to build kapa haka capability for all internal kaimahi which included te 

reo as one of the key priorities.    
• te reo Māori allowance which ranges from $1,300 to $3,500 for eligible kaimahi. 

Within the Vote Māori Development Appropriation, non-departmental funding is allocated 
to entities with a core focus in promoting or integrating te reo Māori. For 2023/24 the total 
non-departmental budget allocation was $143.160 million broken down as follows:  

• $90.759 million total funding for Māori Broadcast and Streamed Services, of 
this $66.259 million was provided to Te Māngai Pāho and $24.5 million was 
provided to Whakaata Māori 

• $24.064 million funding to Whakaata Māori. Total funding for Whakaata Māori 
was $48.564 million which included the $24.5 million above 

• $10.914 million funding to Te Taura Whiri i Te Reo Māori, National Māori 
Language Revitalisation  

• $17.423 million funding to Te Mātāwai, Family, Tribal and Community Māori 
Language Revitalisation. 

In 2024/25, Te Puni Kōkiri is allocating the following departmental budget and resources: 
• $55,000 for te reo Māori lessons 
• three FTE to promote Māori capability among internal kaimahi which included 

te reo as one of the key priorities 
• $24,000 to promote Māori capability among internal kaimahi which includes te 

reo as one of the key priorities 
• $7,500 to build kapa haka capability for all internal kaimahi which includes te 

reo Māori as one of the key priorities  
• te reo Māori allowance which ranges from $1,300 to $3,500 for eligible 

kaimahi. 
 



 
 

For 2024/25 the total non-departmental budget allocation is $142.360 million broken down 
as follows: 

• $66.259 million funding to Te Māngai Pāho, Māori Broadcast and Streamed 
Services   

• $47.764 million funding to Whakaata Māori 

• $10.914 million funding to Te Taura Whiri i Te Reo Māori, National Māori Language 
Revitalisation  

• $17.423 million funding to Te Mātāwai, Family, Tribal and Community Māori 
Language Revitalisation. 

 
6. “Consultations:  
Any consultations with external Māori language experts or organisations regarding 
the department’s use of te reo Māori.” 
 

There has been no consultation with external Māori language experts or organisations 
regarding the department’s use of te reo Māori, since 1 August 2023. Therefore, this part 
of your request is refused under section 18(e) of the Act as the information requested does 
not exist. 

 
7. “Service Cuts or Changes:  
 Any cuts to services or changes to manuals, guidelines, or training related to te 
reo Māori communications.” 
 

There have been no cuts to services or changes to manuals, guidelines, or training related 
to te reo Māori communications since 1 August 2023. Therefore, this part of your request 
is refused under section 18(e) of the Act as the information requested does not exist. 

 
8. “Funding Changes:  
 Changes in funding from one financial year to another, reflecting a decrease in 
the prioritisation of te reo Māori.” 

 
Te Puni Kōkiri departmental appropriation has decreased by 17.9% as a result of Budget 
2024. Due to reduced budgets some initiatives have scaled down, this is evident in the 
reduced funding for te reo between 2023/24 and 2024/25, as shown in response to 
question 5.  
 
Non-departmental funding reduces by $800,000 between 2023/24 and 2024/25. This was 
due to time limited funding provided to Whakaata Māori in 2023/24.  
 
I trust my response satisfies your request. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this 
response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that Te Puni Kōkiri publishes some of its OIA responses on its website, after 
the response is sent to the requester. The responses published are those that are 
considered to have a high level of public interest. We will not publish your name, address 
or contact details.  
  



 
 

If you wish to discuss any aspect of your request with us, including this decision, please 
feel free to contact us at oia@tpk.govt.nz. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Manaia King 
Hautū, Te Puni Rangatōpū | Deputy Secretary, Corporate  
  
 



Appendix A: Documents - OIA request from  dated 21 August 2024 

Item Date Document description Decision 

1. 20 February 2024 Resource 1: Te reo o te īmēra Released in full 

2. 23 February 2024 Resource 2: Te reo o te waea Released in full 

3. 25 March 2024 Resource 3: Te reo o te tari Released in full 

4. 16 April 2024 Resource 4: Te reo o te hui matihiko Released in full 

5. 9 May 2024 Resource 5: Te reo o te wharekai Released in full 

6. 6 June 2024 Resource 6: Te reo o te haerenga Released in full 

7. 18 June 2024 Resource 7: Te reo o Matariki Released in full 

8. 5 August 2024 Resource 8: He kupu āwhina Released in full 






































































