
 
 

 

Key articles from the UN Declaration on the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples  
 
 
Article 3: Self-determination  
 
Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right they 
freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development. 
 
Article 4: Autonomy or self-government 
 
Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to 
autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as 
well as ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.  
 
Article 13(1): Languages, stories and names 
 
Indigenous peoples have the right to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to future 
generations their histories, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, writing systems 
and literatures, and to designate and retain their own names for communities, places 
and persons. 
 
Article 14(1): Education, including in own language  
 
Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and control their educational systems 
and institutions providing education in their own languages, in a manner appropriate 
to their cultural methods of teaching and learning. 
 
Article 18: Participation in decisions that affect Indigenous peoples 
 
Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which 
would affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in 
accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own 
indigenous decision-making institutions.. 
 
Article 19: Good faith cooperation on laws and policies that affect indigenous 
peoples 
 
States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples 
concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, 
prior and informed consent before adopting and implementing legislative or 
administrative measures that may affect them. 
 
Article 26(1): recognition and protection of lands and resources 
 
Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they 
have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired. 
 
 
  


