Te Reo Maori -
When Whanau
Use It, We Won't
Lose It

Here are some tips to support
you and your whanau as Maori
language learners.

SPEAK TE REO MAORI WITH

YOUR CHILDREN

‘ Practice in the safety of your home
with your whanau and friends. Once
you feel comfortable with the phrases
and words, you can try them out when
you are in public.

. Record Maori programmes from ‘ Create resources unique to your child
television. This is particularly good and their identity. Ask your child to
with pre-schoolers who are at home draw a picture of their maunga and
during the day. Maximise the benefits awa. They will see themselves reflected
and ask each other questions in te reo in the resource and it will be special
Maori about what's happening in to them.

the programme.

‘ Expose your tamariki to different

‘ Participate in Maori cultural activities, environments where together you
such as waka ama, kapa haka and can engage in te reo Maori. This can
mau taiaha as much as possible. be in the car, at mealtimes or in the
Participation will increase the number supermarket, your tamariki will learn
of places where you can speak that te reo Maori is an important part

te reo Maori. of life and can be used everywhere.



WHANAU TO SUPPORT PARENTS

3. Be aware of the important role that
whanau plays in keeping the Maori
language alive and healthy.

1. Your whanau do not need to be fluent 4. Talk to your whanau about the
speakers to teach your tamariki te reo importance of speaking te reo Maori
Maori. Encourage your whanau to use in the home and how you are going
any kupu and phrases your whanau to increase your use of the Maori
may know with your tamariki. Every language. Talk about a language plan
contribution your whanau can make for you and your whanau in which
will help your tamariki. everyone can participate (through

either speaking Maori or supporting

2. Every time your whanau speak Maori to others who speak it).
your tamariki, they are teaching them
two things: first they are teaching your (5. One of the ways children learn is

tamariki te reo Maori; and second they
are also teaching your tamariki that te
reo Maori is an important part of
home life.

through repetition, so use the same
phrases in te reo Maori with them on a
daily basis. This will help you to

learn too.

This information has been sourced from the Te Puni
Kokiri booklet ‘Kei Roto i te Whare' — Maori language
in the home. This booklet is designed to help you with
decisions about learning and speaking te reo Maori
within your household.

Order FREE copies of 'Kei Roto i te Whare' at
tpkinfo@tpk.govt.nz

o tpk.govt.nz
@ facebook.com/tepunikokiri
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